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Merry Christmas Boys & Girls!

Halstead Chamber Cheer!

By Magaret Kraisinger

Santa rode into Halstead on Saturday afternoon, December 2 with various
Roats and City vehicles escorting hiffhe cold air did not dampen the-en
thusiasm of the crowd, and many children anxiously waited to talk to the jo
old Elf. Santa rode into town on the back of an antique bre engine owned
driven by Richard’hrasher The parade judges award€drasher second
place in parade prizes. First prize of $30 in Chamber Bucks w¥etio
Ediger for bringing his antique trucks, one carrying Mayor Ewert and his wi
Anna Lee. Ediger has for yeargesed his antique vehicles to be used by
parade participants in the Santa Paraftiard place for the Crowd Pleaser
Award went to thettand 3 grade girl scouts who were dressed as Christmd
presents.

! While many enjoyed the chili-chicken-noodle soup suppfered
by the Halstead Historical Society in thiébott Building, Santa visited with
over 130 children across the street at the former sutagfaurant. Pictures  The Chamber wishes to thank the many Boat participants for their work to
were taken byValgreensdof Newton, and the OMizard appeared after an  mae the celebration a good orhank you also to Dennis affdudy Miller
absence of two years to help Santa with the childféren he again suddenly ang Bernie Gatz for the use of their buildingsBig Thank you taThe Hat
disappearedWill he come back to stead Place for preparing the treat bags for the children and to the many bt

Halstead? ) nesses who donated the goodies for the treat Bagsk you also to the His
! ! The Chamber drawing for the $125 Chamber Bucks Wagyyical Society®work to prepare a delicious meal.

won byVelda Kuhimann and the Family Entertainment package worth over
$150 was awarded to Elaine Robinsbhe Peace Plow rafle to benebt the nerry Christmas to all and view the activities on HalsteadKansas.com.

local Silver Screen Cowboy Museum was won by Buse Hagiditional
drawings for Chamber Bucks will continue through Decembef24.

Chamber of Commerce Lighting Contest also continues with winners to b

announced on December 21.

MaypPeld Challenges Patriéct -

A Halstead eNews Special Report

Halstead native, Brandon Mayfield, Portland, Oregon attorney ar-
rested by the Federal Government in May, 2004, suspected of being
involved in the Madrid train bombings several months before, appar-
ently is not the only one upset over the provisions of the USA Patriot
Act.

Recently, in the Senate Judiciary Committee hearing room,
Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-VT, was very unhappy with what he was hearing
from defenders of the Patriot Act. Leahy, who is about to become the
new chairman of the Judiciary Committee, a position in which he can
hold hearings and issue subpoenas on the act and the way it's en-
forced, said, "I'm thinking of Brandon Mayfield, the Portland attorney,"
as he described Mayfield's arrest and surveillance because the FBI
wrongly thought a fingerprint connected him to a terrorist bombing in
Madrid. Leahy suggested that what might really have attracted the FBI
to Mayfield, was that Mayfield "did hang out with Muslims" despite "the
fact that he was out in Portland, Oregon, and the attacks were in Ma-
drid!"
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More Christmas Photos on page 4!

Enter Your Christmas Lights at The Halstead Independent Office.
Details on HalsteadKansas.com

Declared Unconstitutional?

Leahy, immediately after the final count in the Virginia Senate race put
the Judiciary gavel in his hands, vowed constructive and purposeful
oversight of the Justice Department, the FBI and other agencies in
their jurisdiction. He said that the issues of the Mayfield case, such as
secret surveillance and application of the Patriot Act were very much
what he wants to take a long, hard look at.

Mayfield's attorney, Elden Rosenthal, says that the continuing
lawsuit challenging sections of the Patriot Act will go forward, with a
goal of oral argument before U.S. District Judge Ann Aiken in spring. It
is even possible, added Rosenthal, that the case could be seen across
the country, maybe even on Court TV.

Rosenthal believes that the government's $2 million settle-
ment for Mayfield, with the stipulation that Mayfield could still continue
his lawsuit against the Patriot Act, is unprecedented.

The Justice Department's inspector general Glenn Fine is-
sued a report in January, 2006, that suggested that once the FBI knew
of the Muslim connection to Mayfield, it made the agency less willing to
drop the idea that he might have been involved in the train bombings,
even though the Spanish kept saying they didn't think the fingerprint
was a match, a point made well before the feds even arrested May-
field.
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Mayfield Continued...

Fine's findings led several other State Representatives such as John
Conyers, D-Mich, and Robert Scott, D-VA, to declare "The report
raises real and serious questions regarding racial and ethnic profiling
by the FBI as well as their competence, veracity and use of Patriot Act
Powers."

Mayfield's suit will challenge the constitutionality of the now
widely used shortcuts provided by the Patriot Act. He was never
charged with anything and now has received a settlement and written
apology from the United States of America Government.

In an exclusive interview with Mayfield he said:

I am proud today to be an American, and of the ideals it
has traditionally stood for. But, we are a government of laws and
not men. No man is above the law and no government is above
the constitution. | appreciate that the government has agreed to
settle the financial damages against myself and family, which will
allow our case to move forward against the government on its
most important issue: That the Patriot Act is unconstitutional.

The power of the government to secretly search your
home or business without probably cause, under the guise of an
alleged terrorist investigation, must be stopped. | look forward to
the day the Patriot Act is declared unconstitutional and all its citi-
zens are safe from unwarranted arrests and searches by the fed-
eral government.

Mayfield then went on to add, " | want to offer thanks to my friends
and relatives and good people of Halstead and Harvey County
who have stood by my family and me."

Attend A Holiday Concert

A full slate of concerts for Halstead Middle and High School choirs will be
presented during this holiday season.

The fun begins with a concert by the HHS Choir as they present their annlﬂ)’érspective. Everyday is
\eespers Concegntitled OFgotten Gems of the SeasonO at 3:00 on Sundaghristmas for me! Everyday |

December 17 in the high school auditoriutihis concert will feature the
Trebleairres, Concert ChoiBel Canto, and Mass ChoirSelections will be
seldom heard songs associated with the holiday and winter season.

The HMS Choir will hold its annual Holiday Conc@dur all day Friday
December 22The tour will begin at Halstead Health and Rehabilitation at

9:00, proceed to caroling downtown businesses at 9:45, and travel to Hut

son to sing at the ESSDACK ofbces a10D.The choir will enjoy lunch in
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Boy Sout Pack 125

The Boy Scout Flag
Squad lead the
parade in Burrton
on Saturday.

Pictured,Casey
Clutts leads with
American Flag,
followed by Jacob
Johnson and Custer
Friesen. Casey
Friesen was behind
the group, throwing
candy.

Good Job Troops!

Independently Thinking

By Chris Stephen
TIS THE SEASON B Christmas
b already!We are already hear
ing the music, seeing the deco
rations, hearing the salvation
army bells, and picking out
gifts for family and friends. |
heard someone say the other
day, Ol cari®elieve there are
just 4 weeks till Christmas.O
Personally | have a dédrent

get to celebrate the fact that
God gave His only begotten
Son that | might have eternal
life. | don®need trees, decora
tions, lights, music, or store
specials, | have the Christ of

(i%hristmas in my heart and-en

Y'Him everyday Don6get
me wrong, | love the lights, the

the Hutchinson Mall Food Court before presenting a major performance ofyees, the music, giving gifts, and look forward each year to them, | just donc

the Food Court Stage beginning at 12:0@ey will then return to Halstead
with a stop at the Halstead Place at 1:BBey will cap the day éfwith by
combining with the HMSBand & Grade Choirs for the Halstead Middle
SchoolWinter Celebration Concert at 2:15.

All concerts are free and the public is cordially invited to attend.

Charisen Insurance Agency
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need them to celebrate Christmdis yeay in the hustle and bustle of the
season, remember the reason for the season and have Christmas in your hq
all year long.

The Halstead Baptist Church

5th & 6th Street 316.835.2840 HalsteadBaptist.com
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Forrest D. Ewy

At Bentley Primary School extra help is always needed and
appreciated. That's what the HOSTS program is for. It is headed by
teacher Kim Ashley. Sometimes a child needs more help than is given
in a regular classroom with approximately 18 students. Many in the
community have volunteered to be ones who help a child to succeed.
Every child wants to feel successful

Presently, there a number of volunteers. They are: Bill Charlsen,
Mercedes Malone, Tom Bishard, Linda Hamilton, Janice Beins, Bar-
bara Roach, Neil Roach, Joan Bailey, Daine Savage, Marla Kaufman
Steve Ratzlaff, Christy Beat, John Spexarth, Larry Williams, Carla
Warner, Barbara Stein, Marj VanWye, Larry Hobbs, Lorraine Martin,
Mary Ann Base and Deanna Sutcliff. =~ They visit the school once a
week to give 30 minutes of their time to one child. Some stay for an
hour and help two to succeed.

If you need more information, contact Kim Ashley or Lorraine Martin
at 1-800-696-9871 or 316-796-0210.

Staircase Garland

by Designs By John

This garland offers a
wonderfully traditional
way to decorate a stair-
case. Brings back all
the wonderful memories
of Christmases past.

Ten yards of mixed ev-
ergreen garland deco-
rated with berries, pine
cones and lights arrive
tied with a red-striped

bow ready for hanging.

Enjoy the Fresh Smell
of Pine Today!

www.DesignsByJohn.us
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Forrest D. Ewy, 72, of Halstead died Tuesday (Nov. 28, 2006) at Hal-
stead Health and Rehabilitation after a year-long battle with A.L.S.
(Lou Gehring’s disease).

He was born Sept. 25, 1934, in Halstead to John Edward and Dorothy
Mabel (Brown) Ewy. Both are deceased.

He had been a farmer. On March 16, 1957, he married Katherine R.
Keller. She survives of Halstead.

He was a 1952 graduate of Halstead High School and a U.S. Army
veteran, serving in the Korean Conflict.

He was a member of First Mennonite Church, Ruth-Wilson American
Legion Post 231 and Halstead Gun Club, all of Halstead; and The Na-
tional Rifle Association.

Other survivors include: son, Steve Ewy and fiance Jill McGinn of Hal-
stead; daughter, Diane and husband Paul Davison of Sedgwick;
granddaughters, Katie and Konner Davison of Sedgwick; and sister,
Betty Shepherd of Halstead.

Funeral service was at 10:30 a.m. Friday at First Mennonite Church in
Halstead. With the Rev. Cleo Koop officiating.

Visitation was at Kaufman Funeral Home in Halstead. Burial will be in
Halstead Cemetery.

Memorial contributions may be made to HospiceCare of Kansas or
First Mennonite Church Caring and Sharing Fund, both in care of the
funeral home.

Vernon Dale W edel
Vernon Dale Wedel, 84, Laramie, formerly of Halstead, Ks., died
Thursday, Nov. 30, 2006, at lvinson Memorial Hospital. He was born
June 2, 1922, at Elyria, Kan., a son of Jacob J. and Mary T. (Krehbiel)
Wedel. On Sept. 3, 1957, he married Maureen L. Kenworthy in Las
Animas, Colo. He was a member of First United Church, Ruth-Wilson
American Legion Post 231, both of Halstead, and Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post No. 1824 Burrton-Halstead. He was preceded in death by a
daughter, Bernice Wedel; brothers, Robert and Gene “Speed” Wedel;
and sisters Marjorie Graber and Betty Wedel. He is survived by his
wife, Maureen Wedel of Laramie; sons, Dale Wedel of Laramie and
Maurice Wedel and wife Leslie of Medicine Lodge, Ks.; grandsons
Tanner and Theron Wedel of Medicine Lodge and sister Lois Medley of
Fountain Hills, Ariz. Visitation will be Tuesday from 2-8 p.m. at Kauf-
man Funeral Home, Halstead. Services will be at 10:30 a.m. Wednes-
day at First United Methodist Church in Halstead with the Rev. Jennifer
Whitt officiating. Burial will follow in the Halstead Cemetery. Memorials
may be made to the Bernice Wedel Memorial Scholarship Fund at
Halstead High School, c/o Kaufman Funeral Home, Halstead, KS.

Phyllis I. Sumpter
Phyllis I. Sumpter, 89, died Wednesday (Nov. 22, 2006) at Halstead
Place Assisted Living in Halstead.
She was born Feb. 17, 1917, in Bellwood, Neb., to George and Flora
(Whitney) Bock.
She was a nurse aide at Kidron Bethel Nursing Home.
She married Cecil Robert Sumpter Feb. 10, 1938, in Newton. He died
May 22, 1990.
She was a member of First United Methodist Church, United Methodist
Women and Ruth-Wilson American Legion Post 231 Auxiliary, all of
Halstead.
She is survived by a daughter, Mary Jo Hall of Halstead; sister, Eva
Marie Sokol, of Burbank, Calif.; three grandchildren; and six great-
grandchildren.
Graveside service will be at 11 a.m. Saturday at Halstead Cemetery in
Halstead with the Rev. Jennifer Whitt officiating.
Memorials may be made to First United Methodist Church in Halstead
in care of Kaufman Funeral Home.
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Santa Photo Journal
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Snow Ball
Dance

A Good
Time For
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A Day That Will Go Down In Infamy

By Craig Sooter
There are times in one's life that they will never forget. For my genera-
tion it was events like the Challenger disaster in 1986, the Oklahoma
City Bombing in 1995 and 9-11. A new personal memory for me is the
honor | had, flying two Pearl Harbor survivors to Honolulu for the last
Pearl Harbor Survivors  Association gathering.

Before we even took off, Frank Curre of Waco TX and John Newnam
of Woodway TX were recognized by the flight crew and passengers for
their service to our country. One memory | will always have is the sol-
diers of the Iraqi war,
that were enroute for
R&R, meeting and
greeting our two Pearl
Harbor survivors with a
big thank you and hand
shake for defending our
freedom. It was a very
touching moment to
see our young soldier
embracing these senior
soldiers.

| was able to visit these
two survivors and they were very willing to share the moment, "The
Sleeping Giant was Awaken."

| was on the U.S.S.Tennessee 35 feet in front of the Arizona said Frank
Curre, | have never gotten over it. | watched the bombs hit.

| had just been at Pearl Harbor for a week, awaiting my assignment,
said John Newnam. That Sunday morning, three of us were waiting
for 08:00, the start of our duty free time. As we sat looking out our bar-
racks, waiting on our gate leave at 08:00. We had planed a driving tour
around Oahu for the day. We heard a group of planes flying, but
thought nothing of it, since typically Ford Island and Hickam Field al-
ways had someone practicing. Looking out the window we saw planes
flying towards us, thinking they were the Army Airforce, playing games,
they did that all of the time. The first plane shot at a camouflage fuel
tank. He was so close we could see his torpedo mounted on the belly
of the plane. My friend said, That guy had better look out, he is gong to

AT 7RIS BRI

A ATTaCK OF OaHU EI.'.:'.E B
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get in trouble, not knowing it was a Zero and thinking it was on of our
guys. Two seconds later, the next plane exploded the fuel farm. We
figured out they we no friends of ours! That second, our lives changed
forever!

Frank and John said that many of the 4,600 survivors have become
too old to travel. There are a lot of men in wheelchairs and walking
with canes. We are the last and there are fewer of us each year. The
association has elected to make this gathering the last. This was the
65th reunion, no 70th is planed, 500 attended this reunion.

Three capital
ships afire and
sinking, the
USS West
Virginia, the
USS Tennes-
see, and the
USS Arizona
after the
Japanese
attack on
Pearl Harbor
on

: = Dec.7,1941.
T T (12/07/1941)

L

Frank Curre Or'élg Sooer

éhn Newnam
! Honolulu InternationalAirpor t HNL

Thanks for reading
The Halstead eNews

Forward to friends and family.

God Bless The USA.
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